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Satan had led a rebellion in Heaven, hoping to
overthrow God Himself and seize His throne. Milton
describes how God sent out the loyal angels to fight
Satan's army:

So spake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began

To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll

In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames, the sign

Of wrath awaked; nor with less dread the loud

Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gari1 blow ;

At which command the powers militant

That stood for heaven, in mighty quadrate joined

Of union irresistible, moved on

In silence their bright legions, to the sound

Of instrumental harmony, that breathed

Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds,

Under their god-like leaders, in the cause

Of God and his Messiah. On they move

Indissolubly firm; nor obvious hill,

Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream, divides

Their perfect ranks ;for high above the ground

Their march was, and the passive air upbore

Their nimble tread. As when the total kind2

Of birds, in orderly array on wing,

Came summoned over Eden to receive

Their names ofthee ; so over many a tract

Of heaven they marched, and many a province wide,

Tenfold the length of this terrene :3 at last,

Far in the horizon to the north appeared

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretched

In battailous aspect, and nearer view

Bristled with upright beams innumerable

1 Began to.   2 The whole race.   3 Territory.